
Dental Assistants and Supragingival Scaling
Perspectives from patients and the profession

Many states are exploring allowing dental assistants to perform supragingival scaling, 
sometimes called an Oral Preventive Assistant. This is an important conversation and 
perspectives from all involved are needed.

To gather more perspectives, the Dental Assisting National Board (DANB) conducted 
research to capture essential insights from dental assistants and patients.

Patient Perspectives
Patients recognized the importance of routine cleanings and expected their provider to have 
education and credentials.
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ABOUT THE SURVEY
The patient survey was conducted in July 2026 by Big Village Surveys, an online consumer omnibus survey. More than 
1,000 adults responded, representing a variety of demographics. This survey sample size is sufficient to generalize the 
results to the U.S. adult population.

The dental assistant survey was conducted in conjunction with DANB’s 2026 Dental Assistants Salary and Satisfaction 
Survey in April 2026. More than 1,500 dental assistants responded. This survey sample size is sufficient to generalize the 
results to the U.S. dental assistant population.

Dental Assistant Perspectives
Dental assistants were mixed in their support and interest of performing supragingival  
scaling, but expressed the need for qualifications and receiving increased compensation.
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IMPORTANT QUALIFICATIONS
Dental assistants expressed very strong support for training, education, and credentials.
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